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Experiencing life in all its fullness
05™ December 2025

Dear Parents,

Preparations for Christmas are well underway at William Martin! We are really looking forward to
seeing many of you at our Christmas Fayre this evening and hope you are able to spend an enjoyable
time with your children, family and wider school community for this festive event.

The children are already full of excitement for the last few weeks of term and have been practising
hard for their productions. Year Three started us off on Monday with their amazing performance at
St Stephen's church, where they sang beautifully and were word perfect! After each of the
performances, we will have a donation bucket where we would love for you to share your appreciation
for the children's hard work - all money raised goes tfowards enhancing the children’s opportunities in
school and enabling them to experience life in all it's fullness.

In addition to our performances, we also have our school Christmas Dinner to look forward to,
Christmas Jumper Day in aid of The Ruby Rose Foundation and a Santa Dash, as well as all of the
other festive activities that children will be enjoying in their own year groups. We are really looking
forward to enjoying these with the children.

As we near the end of term, just a couple of quick reminders: children can wear Christmas jumpers on
Christmas Dinner / Christmas Jumper day, on the last day of term and for their performances. Please
could the children continue to come in full school uniform otherwise! Can I also ask parents to help us
remind the children not to use their scooters and bikes on the playground for everyone's safety.

Finally, school will close at 1:15pm on Friday 19™ December for the Christmas Holidays and we look
forward to welcoming you all back to school on Monday 5™ January 2025. The diary dates have been
updates at the end of this letter - please take a look.

Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs Gina Bailey Miss Hannah Johnson

Executive Headteacher Head of School
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Experiencing Life In All Its Fullness
Nursery

This week the children in nursery have been exploring stars and looked closely at
the picture of The Starry Night painted by the artist Vincent van Gogh.

They then used their artistic skills to create their own Starry Night
painting. They have created some super star art work!

Reception

Reception prepared and cut vegetables to make a warming soup this week. They
.| practised safe use of simple kitchen utensils, developed fine motor skills and
. learned to follow basic instructions in a recipe.
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Y Year have enjoyed reading and writing the story of 'The Owl Who Was
Afraid of The Dark' by Jill Tomlinson. The children had a 'Campfire

- Experience’, drinking hot chocolate and singing campfire songs such as
| 'Everywhere We Go' and 'Campfire's Burning',

Year 1

In Year 1 this week, we have been practicing fact family number
sentences using part whole models! The children have worked so hard and
have been fantastic at creating both + and - number sentences.

Year 2
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Year 3

Year Three thoroughly enjoyed performing their Christmas Nativity at
8 St Stephen's church this week. The children were very proud of their
reading and singing, and we were overjoyed that so many families were
able to come along to support us.

Year 4

This week, Year 4 learnt about how and why Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah.
They watched a video about Hanukkah and then discussed the story of the
menorah being lit for 8 days when there was only enough oil for 1 day. Their
activity was to put the candles in the correct order based on the story of the
miracle. They really enjoyed retelling the events especially when they heard the
word '‘Macabees’, the Jewish group who defended their faith against the Greeks

Year 5

Year 5 have showed incredible feamwork in PE! During our hula-hoop
challenge, every group demonstrated excellent communication,

B encouragement, and problem-solving as they worked together to improve
! their transitions — achieving a fantastic, best time of 2 minutes 20
seconds! We also put our cooperation skills to the test in Human Noughts
and Crosses, where students had to think strategically, listen to one
another, and make quick decisions as a team. It was amazing to see

everyone supporting each other, sharing ideas, and celebrating successes.

Year 6

Year 6 had the most amazing afternoon on Tuesday bringing our History
topic of World War II to an end , with a VE Day celebration with a live
band. We were so lucky the SAS band came to sing with us ( featuring
Miss Perry's Mumlll). We sung along to a range of war time songs with the
band and finished up with cakes and biscuits in a street party style. We
have enjoyed our topic immensely , we have learnt so much about the
hardships and sacrifices people made during this time but also the
bravery and courage shown by millions.
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Thank you!
&1 BaE As a school, we raised £179.00 for Children in Need. Thank you so much everyone!

Children
,l'o\ in Need

Year 5 Speed Watch

ZERDY

Road Safety Speed Watch Session
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This manth, our Year 5 pupils took part in engaging road safety sessions deliverad by tha
Safwr Essex Roads Partnership.

Speed watch session

Dwring the days speed watch session, the police officar identified 12 drivers who sxcesdad
the speed limit With support from Road Safety staff, students had the ocpporunity to
quastion these drivers about the dangers and consequences of spesding near their school.
The highaest recorded spaed was 39 mph in a 30 mph zore. The polics slso stopped a
driver and issusd a ticket for using a handheld mobils phone while driving, resuking in &
points and a E200 fine.

Wiz ara thankful to every motorist who parks zafaly near schools and who follows the law by
koaping within the spaad limit.

How You Can Help at Home

fou can support these sessions by

Modelling safe habits whan walking and driving

Holding hands with younger childran

Talking about road safety in everyday situations

Togsther, we can help keep our children safe on the roads.

For mare infermation and free resources, please visit: www.saferessexroads.org
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Dates For Your Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8th 9 10™ 1™ 12th
9:30 and 2:30 Christmas Dinner Day 9:30: Y2 performance at | All Day: Santa Grotto
Reception Christmas Christmas Jumper Day St Stephen's Church
Performance Young Carers Christmas 10:45 & 2:30 Nursery
Workshops (all day) AM - Santa Dash Christmas Concert
15Th 16fh 17‘rh 18?h 19Th
10am Rocksteady 9:30 - 11lam: Whole 2pm Year 445 Christmas | Last day of term.
Concert KS2 hall School Christingle performance SCHOOL CLOSES AT
Service at St Stephen's 1:15
09:30 Year 1 Christmas Church No afternoon Nursery
performance KS1 hall (Morning session ends
2:30 Y6 Christmas at 12:30)
Concert KS1 hall
Zznd 23rd 241’h 25Th 261'h
Christmas Holidays Christmas Holidays Christmas Holidays Christmas Holidays Christmas Holidays
29ﬂn 3o'rh 315* 15? 2nd
Christmas Holidays Christmas Holidays Christmas Holidays Christmas Holidays Christmas Holidays
5™ January 6™ 7t g gt
Children return to school | 09:30: School tour - new
reception parents
12Th 131’h 14‘rh 15Th léﬂ\
All day: Reception & Y5 1:15 - Rocksteady
Road Safety workshop Assembly
19™ 20™ 21 22" 23m
261'}'\ 27Th 28Th 29Th Soth
1pm Y5 to St Marks to
watch Sister Act dress
rehearsal
2" February 3r 4th 5ih 6™
Children's mental health
week
9‘rh lofh 111’h 121'In 13Th
Safer internet day 2pm - 5pm All Day - Y6 Brain Smart
One-Plan consultations Transition / Wellbeing
(please book on Arbor) workshop
16Th 17?h 18?h 191’h Zoﬂn
Half Term Half Term Half Term Half Term Half Term
23rd 241‘h 251’h 261h 271’h
1pm - Khalo class tennis 1pm - Peake Class tennis | 1:30pm - 5:30pm:
lessons at Harlow Tennis | lessons at Harlow Tennis | Parent consultations
Club Club (Please book on Arbor)
1pm - 10:30pm: Young 1:30pm - 5:30pm:
Voices@ the O2 (Choir) Parent consultations
(please book on Arbor)
2nd March 3rd 4fh 51'In 6Th
1pm - Khalo class tennis All Day:
lessons at Harlow Tennis WORLD BOOK DAY
Club
1pm - Peake class tennis
lessons at Harlow Tennis
Club
9fh lofh llfh lth 13Th
1pm - Khalo class tennis 1pm - Peake class tennis | All Day:
lessons at Harlow Tennis lessons at Harlow Tennis | Reception visit to
Club Club Boydell's Farm
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16Th 17ﬂn 18Th 19Th Zoﬂn
Neurodiversity 9am - Rock Steady All Day: Book Fair All Day: Book Fair
Celebration Week Concert 1pm - Peake class tennis | All Day: Nursery Inset -
lessons at Harlow Tennis | Nursery Closed
1pm - Khalo class tennis Club
lessons at Harlow Tennis
Club
23rd 24'rh 251’h 26ﬂ1 271'h
All Day: Book Fair All Day: Book Fair 9:30: whole school 1pm - Peake class tennis | All Day:
Easter Service at St lessons at Harlow Tennis | Year 4 frip to Shepreth
1pm - Khalo class tennis | Stephen's Church Club Wildlife Park
lessons at Harlow Tennis
Club
3oﬂn 315’r 151’ 2nd 3rd
Easter Holidays Easter Holidays Easter Holidays Easter Holidays Easter Holidays
6'rh 7fh Sﬂ\ 91’h lo'rh
Easter Holidays Easter Holidays Easter Holidays Easter Holidays Easter Holidays
13™ April 14™ 15™ 16™ 17t
Children return for
Summer 1.
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