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Experiencing life in all its fullness
17™ October 2025

Dear Parents,
Once again we've had a busy couple of weeks at William Martin!

This week, we celebrated Harvest at St Stephen's Church with our annual
Harvest Service. This year, Years 4 and 5 ran the service for us, exploring why
Harvest is such an important fime of year and how we can help others through
sharing food. Our parents were treated to a number of Harvest songs by all
the children, well-supported by our school choir. A huge thank you to St
Stephen'’s, the staff, parents and children for making this such a wonderful
occasion.

Thank you to everyone who handed in an application for a responsible roles - the children will find out
who has been successful in securing a position this year during Collective Worship on Monday. An
extra-special well done to the children in Years 2 and 6 who applied to be Head Pupil, as those who
submitted a successful application were invited to interview for the role this week. As always, we
were very impressed with how articulately the children put their views across and they should all feel
very proud of themselves.

&4 .= Today, the whole school wore red as part of 'Show Racism the Red Card'.
. The children have had a number of sessions in class and during Collective

i Worship leading up to this and it was heartwarming to see just how

d1 seriously they take this. We were particularly impressed with the

- - wonderful posters that have been created and we are looking forward to
e displaying these around the school.

Next Friday, the PTA have organised 'Switch-Up Day', where the children can come into school

dressed as their favourite teacher and the teachers will come to school dressed in school uniform.

We hope that this will be a really enjoyable end to the first half of the Autumn ferm and look

forward to seeing what the children come up with for their costumes! We would love the children to

bring in a donation (suggestion of £1) to take part - any money raised will go into our ‘No Child

Without' fund. A further date for your diaries is our toy sale on 21°" November to raise money for
B
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the grotto. If you have any donations of toys, games, puzzles or Christmas jumpers, it would be
appreciated!

Next Friday (24™ October), the school finishes for half term and will be closed for the following
week. We look forward to seeing everyone back on 3™ November.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Gina Bailey Miss Hannah Johnson

Executive Headteacher Head of School

William Martin PTA

If you have any ideas of events that you would like the PTA to run, please email Bonnie on
bonnie.jones@dcvst.org. We are always on the lookout for new and inventive ways to raise money for
our school community. Additionally, we understand that fund-raising events like our Christmas and
Summer Fayres cannot run without the wonderful support of our William Martin parents and
extended families. If you feel that you would like to volunteer at any of the events, please let us
know. We desperately need helpers for a variety of different reasons: setting up, stall running and
clearing away. If you are able to lend even a couple of hours, please let us know - we really appreciate
it!
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Experiencing Life In All Its Fullness

Nursery

This week in nursery the children have been naming shapes and being
| very creative making their own rocket. 5,4,3,2 1, Blast of f!

Reception

i weeks and we are really proud to have almost finished our first half term at
~ William Martin! Today we had a special treat: Miss Johnson came to share a
story with us! We had a great time joining in with 'The Three Little Pigs’ and
'Dig Dig Digging' (one of Miss Johnson's favourites!).

Year 1

Year 1 have been using their part-whole model knowledge to begin to
understand the meaning of plus and equals. They have had lots of

| opportunities to practise practically using hoops and bean bags, laminated
templates and counters before they moved onto independently writing their
owh humber sentences.

Year 2

i . During Show Racism the Red Card week, Year 2 explored the importance of
equality and how we can all be kind, fair, and respectful to others. We shared
our ideas about the values that matter most in our school and at home and
proudly displayed them on our football shirt designs.

Year 3

i Year Three have been studying the life of Nelson Mandela as part of Black
| History Month. We created some beautifully thoughtful artwork, and this is
one lovely example.
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Year 4

This week, Year 4 have been learning about racism and the
importance of 'showing racism the red card'. We looked at a range of
keywords associated with the topic and thought about our slogans to
- promote anti-racism. Then, we created our own football shirts whilst
wearing red on '‘Show racism the red card’ day.

Year 5

Over the last two weeks, Year 5 have participated in the Brain Buddies
workshop led by MIND. During these sessions, the children have been
exploring different emotions - playing a game of charades to help them
identify what they might look like! They have been discussing different
strategies that they can use to help them get to the green zone. And,
they've even had a debate, answering the question 'Are there good and
bad emotions?' We can't wait for next week's session!

Year 6

We have been carrying on our learning journey with History and
have recently learnt about * The Blitz" and the effect it had on
Greater London. We have produced beautiful pieces of artwork for
display. We used chalk to help create our final masterpieces! We
have also been busy diary writing in the style of Anne Frank. We
have had a great 7 weeks learning about World War IT and look
forward to carrying this on after half term!
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Dates For Your Diary

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
20th 21st 22 23 24
2pm - 5pm: One Plan All Day: Y1 Castles Day All Day: Switch Up Day
Parent Meetings
27th - 315" October: HALF TERM
3" NOVEMBER 4th 5 6™ 7"
1:30pm - 6pm: parent 1:30pm - 6pm: parent NURSERY INSET DAY -
consultations consultations NURSERY CLOSED
10" 11th 12th 13th 14th
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
17th 18th 19th 20th 21
3:30 - 5pm: Toy Sale
24th 25th 26th 27 28™
Morning: Flu Vaccination | Y3 Dress Rehearsal at
mop up St. Stephen's Church
1pm Attenborough Class
visit to Tye Green
Library
1°" DECEMBER 2n 3rd 4t 5
9:30: Y3 Nativity 1pm: Y6 VE Day 1pm: Irwin Class visit fo | 3:30-6pm: Winter Fayre
Performance at St Celebration Tye Green Library
Stephen'’s
8th 9th 10™ 1™ 12th
9:30: Y2 Dress 9:30: Y2 performance at | All Day: Santa Grotto
Rehearsal at St. St Stephen’s Church
Stephen's Church
15th 16th 17t 18th 19
9:30 - 11lam: Whole Last day of term.
School Christingle SCHOOL CLOSES AT
Service at St Stephen's 1:15
Church
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