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Parent Update 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

The school community continues to have high rates of Covid infection amongst pupils and staff, which 

continues to put the school under considerable pressure in covering classes with sufficient adults.   

We have had a question from a parent asking at what point does the school decide to close a year 

group, so I thought I would share this with all of you, as you would all probably would like to know the 

process we have to go through to make a decision to close.  The details below are as stated in our 

Outbreak Management Plan on the school’s website: 

Definition of an Outbreak 

For most education and childcare settings, an outbreak is defined when whichever of these thresholds is 

reached first: 

 • 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 

within a 10-day period; or  

• 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for COVID-

19 within a 10-day period 

Once an outbreak has been identified, the school may need to re-introduce some of the additional 

protective measures in response, such as mask wearing, bubble closures, additional cleaning etc 

depending on the school’s risk assessment. In all cases, any educational/health and safety drawbacks 

should be balanced with the benefits of managing transmission. 

Year Group Closure 

The closure of a year group would be decided by Leaders, in consultation with the Local Authority and 

Vine Schools Trust, based on a number of factors, following an outbreak: 

➢ a risk assessment of the year group remaining open would be completed for each outbreak 

➢ consideration of the number of current Covid infections, including rate of infection 

➢ sufficient teaching staff to plan and lead learning within a year group (see Covid risk assessment),  

➢ sufficient support staff available for EHCP/high need children to ensure their health and safety 

needs, as well as educational needs, are met. 
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➢ Sufficient leadership, safeguarding and welfare staffing roles within the school (see risk 

assessment) 

Whilst we will always endeavour to minimise the disruption to the children’s education, there are 

some occasions where we have no alternative but to close a year group for a short, fixed period. 

As you can imagine, the pressure on staff is high at the moment so we continue to ask that parents 

be patient and understanding with us (which you have been amazing at over the past week!) whilst we 

do our very best to keep educating the children to the very best of our ability and capability. 

Due to the factors stated above, Year 2 will remain closed this week and we anticipate that it will 

reopen on Monday 31st January 2022.   

Can we remind parents that children who have tested positive, must complete their isolation period 

before returning to school, which is confirmed by two consecutive negative LFD tests on the 5th and 

6th day of isolation.  We also request that if any children, including those in the Nursery, test 

positive to continue to inform the school via the office. 

We also ask that whilst Covid rates within the school remain high, that all parents who are not 

medically exempt, wear a mask on the school premises. 

Thank you for your understanding under these very challenging circumstances, and thank you for your 

support of the school. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

Mrs Bailey and Mrs Kearney 

 


