
Welcome to Reception!



Thank you for helping us make the first week of 
your child’s time in school so positive! 

We wanted to share some of the wonderful 
things your child will be exploring in school, as 

well as a few ways you can help at home.



Exercise Everyday!

We will be getting our ‘daily dose’ of exercise in the classroom each morning (in 
school uniform).

Our PE day is Wednesday and your child will need to come to school in their PE 
kit.

As well as these, your child will have access to our outdoor space throughout 
the day.



Topics
Each half-term, we will explore a new topic around which our learning will be based. You could explore these 
topics at home with your child using books, day trips, videos and the internet to find out more information. 

Encourage your child to talk about what they have learnt and if there is something they particularly want to learn 
about.

Term Topic What we will be learning about

Autumn 1 All about me
Harvest

Getting to know classmates and adults. Why is it good to 
be you? What is harvest?

Autumn 2 Stickman and 
Autumn

Exploring the world, investigating natural resources and the 
changing of the season

Spring 1 Dinosaurs and Winter Exploring the cold, solids and liquids, comparing the past 
and the present

Spring 2 (Emergency) Vehicles 
and Spring

Investigating the role of the emergency services and their 
vehicles and Spring

Summer 1 Superheroes Discussing what makes us Super, inspirational people, 
healthy eating and keeping our body fit

Summer 2 Under the Sea and 
Summer

Investigating life under the ocean, recycling and caring for 
the world around us. Transition for moving to Year 1.



We will also explore each season through the year. We will send home a book list for each topic each half 
term in the newsletter in addition to the year group booklist.

Autumn 1 – All About Me/ Harvest – Book list

Starting School by Allen and Janet Aldberg
My Map Book by Sara Fenelli
Happy In Our Skin by Fran Manushkin
It’s Harvest Time by Jean McElroy
Harvest Festival by Nancy Dickmann

Books you might enjoy at home this term……

The Great Big Book of Families by Mary Hoffman & Ros Asquith
My Mum by Anthony Browne
My Dad by Anthony Browne
Living with Mum and Living with Dad: My Two Homes by Melanie Walsh
Two Nests by Laurence Anholt
Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson



Book List

These are books we would recommend when discussing ethnicity, race and religion with your 
child….

So Much by Trish Cooke
The Mega Hair Swap! By Rochelle Humes
Happy In Our Skin by Fran Manushkin
Riley Can Be Anything by Davina Hamilton
The Proudest Blue by Ibtihaj Muhammad
Luna Loves Library Day by Joseph Coelho



Our School Day

Each day, the children will have a phonics session, maths and literacy. They 
will have choosing time and complete weekly challenges. Throughout the 
week, we will be completing focussed tasks with your child on a one-to-one 
basis.

They have snack time (school fruit) at 10.30 am and lunch and play is from 
12.15 to 13.15. Children will use the indoor and outdoor classrooms 
throughout the year.



How you can help your child at home…..

Be a constant source of encouragement.

Read as much as possible! Children love to have stories read to them even when they are able to read 
themselves.

Read their school book each day.

Talk about what they have been doing at school. You could use this using Tapestry photos.

Help them find out more about topics they are interested in.



If you have any questions or something we can help with, please 
ask at the door and we will be happy to call you to discuss. From

The Reception Team


