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Where do we start?  Pre-reading skills
 Continue to read books to your child, discussing the story 

and any new words you meet.

 Demonstrate speaking in full sentences and encourage 
your child to do the same e.g. when requesting a drink or 
snack. 

 Introduce new words to your child.  If a three year old 
child can remember and say tyrannosaurus rex, what else 
could they be capable of absorbing and saying?

 Encourage listening and responding as you play together, 
e.g. playing shops, making up stories with character 
figures.



Phonics Terminology 
 Phoneme – is a sound you can hear. There are approximately 44 phonemes 

in the English language. Phonemes are put together to make words. 

 Grapheme – a phoneme when it is written down. 

 Phonemes and Graphemes can be made up of 1 letter ‘a’, 2 letters ‘sh ’as 
in ‘ship’ (digraph) or ‘i-e’ as in ‘time’ (split digraph), 3 letters ‘igh’as in 
‘light’ (trigraph) or 4 letters ‘ough’ as in ‘thought’.  We use our hands to 
show these.

 Blending – reading a word by putting the graphemes together. E.g. c-a-t = 
cat

 Segmenting – a skill needed to write a word, hearing all the phonemes in 
a word. I want to write “dog”.  I segment the word and write d-o-g. 



What are the first steps of learning to read?

 Before the children start to read they first need to learn to blend and 
segment words.  To do this we use the letter sounds and not their names.

Blending

 Children first learn to blend orally (at this point we do not show them any 
phonemes) Oral blending

 We also refer to sounds constantly and blend throughout the day “Can you 
go and get your c-oa-t please?”

 At the same time we begin to introduce the phonemes, once the children 
can orally blend and recognise phonemes, they can begin to read words.  
Blending to read words

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=141Rj_-uHX4&t=28s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ovJIxTQpsU&t=27s


We are often asked… “When will my child 
begin reading their own books?”

 Children first need to orally blend words.  We practise this 
through games and repeated activities everyday. 

 Children also need to develop a recognition of phonemes, i.e. s a 
t p i n m d… 

 Once they have secured set 1 and 2 and are able to blend we will 
send home books with words.

 Children then work through our school reading books at their 
own pace. Try not to compare your children – it’s a marathon not 
a sprint and we must secure the sounds before rushing them on!



Teaching sequence

Phase Two 

 1.  s a t p

 2.  i n m d

 3.  g o c k

 4.  ck e u r

 5.  h b f ff l ll ss

Letters and Sounds is taught from EYFS to Year 1.  

The phonemes and graphemes are taught in a specific 

order.  Children will learn to read and write words 

containing these sounds.  Examples of these are sent home within the 
children’s green ‘Phonics Home Learning’ books.

Phase Three 

 6. j v w x

 7. y z zz qu

Then:

ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, 
oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, 
ure, er

Phase Four  

 No new phonemes, 
children will learn to read 
and spell words of more 
than one syllable.  



Just to make it more confusing…

 The same phoneme can be represented in more than one way. At 
the end of Reception and into Year One, the children learn 
alternative graphemes. For example:

“a” sound:         rain        say cake

“i” sound:    light       tie time sky

“c” sound:    cat         kennel       chorus  

 Some graphemes also have alternative pronunciations.

oo – moon, book th – thin, with



 It is important that each phoneme is pronounced clearly and without a ‘er’ on the 
end (e.g. m = “mmmm”, not “mer”).   We encourage the children to look at our 
mouths as we say the phonemes.   Sometimes we give the child a mirror to look in 
to help them create the sound correctly.

 Mr Thorne has lots of videos on YouTube to help with pronunciation, although he 
does say “u” in a slightly different way due to his accent!  

 Mr Thorne also has videos to introduce each phoneme, these can also be found on 
YouTube.

 We teach the children the sound each alphabet letter makes. Alongside this 
we teach them the name of each letter. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=mr+throne+does+phonics+pure+sound&&view=detail&mid=5B7EF78A04C5BD0E42E85B7EF78A04C5BD0E42E8&&FORM=VRDGAR


Tricky words
 These are words that don’t sound out (within the phonemes taught at 
each stage).  Children need to learn how to read and spell these words from
sight / memory.

 These words will be added to your child’s green ‘Phonics Home Learning book.
It is a great idea to make these words into flashcards at home.

 It is important that children also learn to spell these words so they can then 
use them when they begin to write. We begin learning to spell these words at 
the beginning of EYFS.

Phase Two:

the, no, to, 
go, into, I, 
put, his, has, 
as

Phase Three:

he, she, we, me, be, 
was, my, you, they, 
her, all, are

Phase Four:

said, so, have, like, 
some, come, were, 
there, little, one, do, 
when, out, what

Phase Five:

oh, their, people, 
Mr, Mrs, looked, 
called, asked, could



What will happen in class?
 A 20 minute phonics session everyday, usually first thing in the morning. 

 2-3 times a week the children will work 1:1 with an adult to practise 
remembering their sounds and words. We ask the children to recognise these 
in a random order.

 We share a class story at least once every day. Currently we have been reading 
the same story each day throughout the week, to help the children become 
familiar with story structures, enable them to join in with the story and to 
explore and embed new language and learning.

 There are many phonics based activities, some are led by an adult and others 
are introduced to the class for them to explore with their friends.

 We make learning as multisensory and active as possible, as we know this is how 
children learn best. A lot of our learning takes place outside – it’s amazing how 
creative we can be at teaching phonics!



What can YOU do to support reading at home?
 Continue to read a variety of books to your child. Little and often is best. 

Talk about the pictures, how characters are feeling, make predictions etc. 
Watching CBeebies bedtime story or books being read on YouTube are also 
lovely ways for your child to hear stories but please don’t use these 
instead of you reading to them all of the time.

 Practise the sounds your child brings home then support your child to blend 
and read the words which can be made from these sounds. Sets of simple 
words will be given as an example with each new set of sounds sent home.

 Practise the trick words sent home in your child’s green ‘Phonics Home 
Learning’ book.  Make them into flashcards / make up sentences containing 
the words / turn the words into a game of snap / etc.

 In the car, play games: “I spy with my little eye something beginning with 
‘d’…” / “I can see a r-oa-d. What can I see?”

 Help your child to see that words and sounds are everywhere – road signs, 
comics, food packaging.  



Useful websites and apps to support phonics 
and reading, or for further information

Websites
 https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=
phonics

 https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

 http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

 http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-
back/for-home/reading-owl/advice-for-
parents/reading-at-home/phonics-made-
easy

Apps
It is almost impossible to list apps as 
new ones are being brought out all 
the time!  Please beware of American 
apps as the pronunciations of the 
sounds will be different. 

 Jolly Phonics (also helps with 
letter formation)

 Alphablocks

 Pocket Phonic Stories (paid 
subscription after a 7 day free 
trial)

 Reading eggs (paid subscription 
after a month free trial)

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?q=phonics
https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/Early-Years.html
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/phonics-made-easy


Thank you
Please remember, we are usually available for a quick chat 
before or after school.  If we can help at all please let us 
know.  We’re always happy to support parents to assist 
their child.


