
Osiris and Seth 1 

 2 

The ancient Egyptians believed that the earliest gods lived among the 3 

people and ruled them like kings. 4 

As a wise and powerful ruler, Osiris gave people laws and knowledge of 5 

farming. He showed them how to live peacefully in their villages. During 6 

Osiris’ reign, crops were healthy, food was plentiful and people were 7 

treated equally. Because they Egyptian people adored Osiris, his brother, 8 

Seth, became very jealous. One night Seth went into Osiris’ room while he 9 

was sleeping and measured his brother’s body. Then he used the 10 

measurements to build a beautiful wooden chest. 11 

When Seth threw a big party, he brought out the chest for the final 12 

game of the night. Everyone had to take turns trying to fit inside the box. 13 

The person who fit best into the box would be allowed to keep it. 14 

One by one, the guests climbed into the chest, but none of them could 15 

fit inside. Finally Osiris climbed into the chest, and it fit perfectly. With 16 

Osiris inside, Seth slammed the lid and sealed it shut. Then he threw the 17 

chest into the Nile. 18 

When Isis heard what had happened to Osiris, she rushed to the 19 

riverbank to find the wooden chest. After searching for days, Isis found 20 

the chest. When she opened it, she found her husband’s dead body inside. 21 

Isis his Osiris’ body in the grass so that Seth would not find it. Then she 22 

went to get her sister, Nephthys, so that they could perform a ritual to 23 

bring Osiris back to life. 24 

But Seth did find Osiris’ body. And then he did, he cut his brother’s 25 

body into 14 pieces and scattered them all over Egypt. When Isis returned 26 

and found her husband’s body had gone, she used her magical powers to 27 

turn herself into a bird. Then she flew around the country until she found 28 

all the pieces. When they had all the pieces, Isis and Nephthys stitched 29 

Osiris back together and wrapped him in linen cloths like a mummy. Finally, 30 

with the help of Nephthys, Isis used her magical powers to bring Osiris 31 

back to life. 32 

The Sun god Ra told Osiris that he could not remain among the living. 33 

Although Osiris had taught humans many important things, Ra said he must 34 

go to the Underworld and become its king. This meant Osiris would judge 35 

the dead and send them to the Field of Reeds if they were worthy.  36 



 

Tuesday 26th January 

Skim and scan 

Set your timer for 5 minutes. Skim the text for the words in the table, 

write the line number you find the word on next to it. One has been done 

for you! 

 

reign 7 pieces  beautiful  plentiful  

night  Ra  perfectly  earliest  

adored  linen  scattered  Nile  

grass  flew  living  jealous  

rushed  ritual  Underworld  perform  

 

 

Wednesday 27th January 

Impression and evidence 

Fill out the table with the impression you have of the three characters. 

Give evidence you find in the text to support your answer: 

 

 Impression Evidence 

Osiris  

 

 

 

 

 

Seth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isis  

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 28th January 

Story map 

Create a story map to retell the story, here’s an example of one for a 

different story: 

 
 

 

Friday 29th January 

Comprehension questions  

 

1. The Field of Reeds was where Osiris would send the dead if they were 

worthy. Can you relate this to any other beliefs about the afterlife? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why do you think the living people believed it was a good thing that 

Osiris became king of the Underworld? 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

3. Which of these themes do you think links to this story? Choose one and 

explain your answer: Courage, Friendship, Greed, Loyalty, Truth 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 


